Advancing Tobacco Control in India Through Capacity Building, Evidence Based Policy Development, Legislation, Enforcement and Advocacy facilitated by AFTC (Delhi)
Project description and brief overview of activities undertaken:
The overall purpose of this project is to strengthen tobacco control in India through development and implementation of evidence based policies, appropriate amendments and effective enforcement of tobacco control legislation, enhancement of civil society engagement in tobacco control related activities and capacity building of multiple stakeholders at various levels, through the establishment of an office of the AFTC in Delhi.

Measurable objectives of the project include:

· Initiate and coordinate tobacco control advocacy to promote effective enforcement of enacted law and notified rules, at national and state levels.

· Advocate for appropriate amendments to the existing law and rules, to improve enforceability, reduce scope for exploitation by the tobacco industry and bring the Indian Law in full conformity with the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). 

· Expand the Indian NGO network for tobacco control (by engaging other health, development and rights linked NGOs) and promote effective partnerships.

· Build capacity among NGOs, policy makers, government officials and other relevant stakeholders involved in tobacco control related activities.

· Increase the level of NGO participation in government-led planning, implementation and monitoring activities related to tobacco control, by identifying and advocating for channels and mechanisms which facilitate greater participation by civil society. 
· Augment and utilize legal capacity to overcome tobacco industry challenges and facilitate suitable modification and effective implementation of Indian tobacco control laws.
Key Accomplishments of the AFTC project: (August 2007-August 2008)
· Advocacy with key policy makers –AFTC members collectively sent appeals to the Prime Minister, key Parliamentarians, Group of Ministers (GoM), urging for early enforcement of the pictorial health warnings. 
· Needs assessment to gauge status of tobacco control legislation enforcement in participating states by Legal officers. 
· Press release sent out by AFTC (Delhi) to leading newspapers, sensitizing them about the health warnings
· Expansion in the of AFTC network (Total 51 AFTC members)
·  Assisted MOHFW in drafting and finalizing rules to strengthen the provisions of smoke free public places in the Indian Tobacco Control Act 
· Advocacy cards were developed for sensitization of MPs regarding the health warnings issue

· Conducted National Sensitization Workshop for Law Enforcers on January 21, 2008  
· Developed training manual for law enforcement officers 
· Legal officers assisting NGOs in initiating legal action

· NGO manual in process

· Conducted National Capacity Building workshop for NGO personnel on Tobacco Control on April 4 & 5, 2008. 

· Two sets of advocacy cards have been developed by HRIDAY in collaboration with Healis (on behalf of AFTC) for sensitization of MPs and editors of newspapers regarding the health warnings issue and uniform taxation regime to be adopted across all tobacco products.
· HRIDAY provided technical and financial support to AFTC partners in conducting the following state level activities 

1. NOTE-India organized a media advocacy event on World No Tobacco Day (WNTD), May 2008 in Goa to sensitize public and media at large about tobacco menace. 
2. Institute of Research and Development for the Rural Poor-Trust (IRDRP) in May 2008, had organized a two day workshop for NGO personnel on tobacco control in Trichy.
3. Rajasthan Cancer Foundation had organized a one day state level workshop for NGO personnel on tobacco control on July 19 in Jaipur.
4. Punjab VHA had organized two day workshop for law enforcers and NGO personnel on tobacco control on July 24 and 25 in Mohali
Project Plan :- (September 2008- July 2009)

· To organize training workshops for law enforcers and NGOs at state and district level (Government – NGO partnership)

· Developing strategic advocacy plan to be implemented by NGOs at state and district level

· To conduct Second National capacity building workshop for NGOs (tentative dates: 8-9 Dec, 2008)

· To initiate and conduct state level advocacy activities- policy maker advocacy and liaison with ministries 
· Liaison with the non- tobacco private sector in support of smoke free workplaces at the national and state level.
